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�Add your study title. Refer to APA, 6th Edition, Section 2.01, p. 23.


�Review any specific formatting criteria for your institution.


�Add your University’s name. 


�Add your degree (PhD, DBA, etc.)


�See APA 6th edition, Section 2.02, p. 23.


�The topic is generally 10-12 words in length. Ensure that the topic is related to your degree specialization.


�Provide any relevant background from your research pertaining to the topic and which helps to frame the problem and underlying theoretical framework.


�Provide the following:


 General situation leading to the specific problem


 Specific problem (“Problem to be addressed is…”)


 Identify the business-related problem


 Who says it is a problem (citation)


 How extensive is the problem (anchor)


Gap statement (from the literature review)


 Significance (who cares and why?)





The above should be addressed within 250-300 words (1-2 paragraphs)





Suggest reviewing recently approved dissertations for your institution and �HYPERLINK "http://www.dissertation101.com/online-lessons/"�www.dissertation101.com/online-lessons/� for additional instruction and examples.


�Begin using the phrase “The purpose of this [qualitative/quantitative/mixed methods] study is…” followed by briefly describing how the purpose would be achieved, including the population, sampling approach, data collection, and analysis. Typically, limit this section to 250 words.


�Begin with the central/main management-level question/imperative which frames the research questions.


�Provide the qualitative and/or quantitative research questions, each numbered. Limit each RQ to only one question. Typically, limit to 3-5 RQs; however, often, only one well-worded open-ended RQ is needed for qualitative studies.





Only list the RQs without further discussion.





Quantitative Example: “To what extent does IV (gap) predict/relate DV (problem)?”





Qualitative Example: “How/Why/What factors contribute to [pnenomenon/problem]?”


�Only include for quantitatively-oriented RQs, e.g., those RQs which will required the use of inferential statistical analysis to determine a probabilistic outcome.


�The null hypothesis = the “not” condition. This is what would be rejected, or not, based on inferential statistical analysis.


�The alternate hypothesis. Note that alternated hypotheses are not accepted, based on rejection of the null, but rather, only reflect a possible outcome.


�A more in-depth discussion of the selected method and approach, stating what research method was selected, what other methods/approaches were considered but not selected, and then addressing the population, sampling, data collection, and analysis in further detail.
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